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APA Style Citations

Basic Style

Begin with the basic pattern following this paragraph when citing sources—for knotty problems, consult a librarian,
your instructor, the Writing Center, or the Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (call number
R 808.02 PUBLICA 2010 at our reference desk)

Lastname, F. M. (date). Title of chapter or article. Title of book or periodical.

For articles, add the volume number (in italics) followed immediately (no space) by the issue number in parentheses
(no italics) comma, then the pages period. If there is a DOI given, end with it and no period. If no DOI is given, and the
item was found online, add Retrieved from URL with no final period. No retrieval date is nhecessary.

For entire books, add the DOI after title. If no DOI is given, and book is a print publication, add Location: Publisher
period. If no DOI is given, and book is an electronic book, add [Version] and Retrieved from URL with no final period.

Examples

Articles from online databases (like EBSCO Academic Search Premier or ProQuest)

Clark, G. (2001, November). No more aches and pains. Woman'’s Day, 65(1), 54-56. Retrieved from
http://proquest.umi.com

Editorial: The killing goes on. [Editorial]. (1999, April 23). The Washington Post, p. A36. Retrieved from
http://proquest.umi.com (Precede page numbers for newspaper articles and chapters with p. or pp.)

Articles from print magazines and/or scholarly journals

Bunis, W. K., Yancik, A., & Snow, D. A. (1996). The cultural patterning of sympathy toward the homeless and
other victims of misfortune. Social Problems, 43, 387-402. (No issue # is required when the journal continues
pagination with each successive issue)

Begley, S. & Murr, A. (1999, April 26). The first Americans. Newsweek, 133(17), 50-57. (The day should be

included in the publication date for weekly magazines. Issue # is required, NOT in italics)

Schenck, C. E., Braver, S. L., Wolchik, S. A., Saenz, D., Cookston, J. T., & Fabricius, W. V. (2009). Relations
between mattering to step- and non-residential fathers and adolescent mental health. Fathering: A
Journal of Theory, Research, & Practice about Men as Fathers, 7, 70-90. doi:10.3149/fth.0701.70

(When areference has up to seven authors, spell out all authors’ names in the reference list)

Chapters in books

Chu, S. Y. (1997). Epidemiology of human immunodeficiency virus infection. In V. T. DeVita Jr. (Ed.), AIDS:
Etiology, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention (pp. 152-175). Philadelphia: Lippincott-Raven.

Books

Scott, M.D. (1985). Heritage from the wild: familiar land & sea mammals of the Northwest (3rd ed.). Bozeman,

MT: Northwest Panorama Pub. (When the city of publication is not generally known, add the state abbreviation;
this book also has edition information)
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Online books

Cassell, J. and Jenkins, H. (Eds.). (1998). From Barbie to Mortal Kombat: Gender and computer games.
[Electronic book]. Retrieved from http://www.netlibrary.com (This has no individual author but has editors)

Encyclopedia articles

Kroll, J. (1998). Borderline personality disorder. In The encyclopedia of mental health (Vol. 1, pp. 285-294).

San Diego, CA: Academic Press. (This is for a print resource. An online encyclopedia article reference would
omit location and publisher, and add Retrieved from URL after the edition information.

Interviews

Villalobos, J. (1992, July). [Interview]. Mother Jones, 8-10. (This is an interview written up in a magazine)

Radio and TV programs

Safer, M. (Writer), & Bloom, A. (Director). (1998, October 11). Give peace a chance? [Television series
episode]. In D. Naphin (Producer), 60 minutes. New York: WCBS.

Film and video recordings

Capra F. R. (Director & Producer). (1946). It's a wonderful life [Motion picture]. United States: RKO.

Web pages and sites

Delisio, E.R. (2003, November 6) Hands-on science, new friends are magnet school’s draw. Retrieved from
http://www.education-world.com/a_issues/schools/schools019.shtml

Nationmaster.com. (2003). [Map & graph]. Health Statistics: HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate (most recent by

country). Retrieved from http://www.nationmaster.com/red/graph/hea_hiv_aid_adu_pre_rat-hiv-aids-
adult-prevalence-rate&b_map=1

E-mail, listservs, newsgroups and synchronous communications (blogs, etc.)

Nelson, A. (2002, February 12). Re: KM and succession planning. [Online forum content]. Retrieved from
http://www.brint.com/wwwboard/messages/127627 .html

Sample References List

Use a separate sheet. Double space. Note the indentation style, called “hanging indent.” (In Word, hold down the
control key and hit tab.) Sources are alphabetical by author; use title if there is no author.

References

Alvarez, J. A. & Hardy, R.H. (1998). Lumbar spine stenosis: A common cause of back and leg pain. American Family
Physician, 57(8), 1825-1834. Retrieved from http://www.aafp.org/afp/980415ap

Begley, S. & Murr, A. (1999, April 26). The first Americans. Newsweek, 133(17), 50-57.
In-text citation samples

= The article by Alvarez and Hardy (1998) indicates that spinal stenosis is a common degenerative disease. (Here
you've used the authors’ names, so all you need to give is the date, in case you cite more than one of their works)

+ All Americans know that Native Americans are an important part of our heritage, but few realize that Indian races

were extremely varied even thousands of years ago (Begley & Murr, 1999). (with the authors and the date, readers can
look at your references and see where you got this info)
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